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Dear Families, 
 
In the coming weeks, your child will be participating in our district benchmark assessments, called the 
STAR Assessments.  All of our students will be taking the assessments remotely during these 
Workshop Wednesdays: 

STAR Math Assessment:  October 21 at 9:00 AM 
STAR Reading Assessment:  October 28 at 9:00 AM 

 
STAR Assessments will provide teachers and principals with the data needed to make important 
decisions about student learning. The data collected helps us to: 

● see what students have already learned and what they are ready to learn next; 
● gauge the effectiveness of instruction so we can make adjustments when necessary; 
● identify students who are struggling and may need extra support. 

 
Since students are taking these assessments at home, you may feel tempted to provide a few hints or 
read the questions and answer choices aloud. This is understandable. It can be difficult to watch a 
child struggle or select an incorrect answer. However, you can best help students by not helping 
them at all. These assessments are not taken for a grade and will not impact a student’s educational 
record. Instead, these assessments will inform our planning and instruction to best support your 
child’s academic needs.  Teachers must have a clear understanding of what students can do on their 
own and not what they can do with adult support.  
 
Please ensure a quiet testing area that is free from distractions.  Students will need access to their 
Chromebook for the assessment.  Check that computer audio and headphones are working prior to 
the assessment.   They should log into their homeroom class at 9:00 AM to participate in a 
Google Meet for teacher directions.  From there, students may need to toggle to another 
screen/tab to take the assessment.  This one and half minute video also provides the instructions for 
accessing the STAR Assessment:  Video 1: Student Access to Star Assessment 
 
For the STAR Math assessment, students will be allowed to use scratch paper to work out problems. 
A calculator is not necessary, since one will appear on the screen should a math problem require 
one.   STAR Assessment procedures will also be reviewed in your child’s math class in the coming 
days.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
Sincerely, 
Melissa Morgan-Hostetler 
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